Meeting Minutes for the AIHA-NCS Developing World Outreach Initiative

Date: October 10th, 2013 (Thursday)
Time: 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm, teleconference call

The numbers for DWOI meetings/calls are: Dial in:  712-432-0080, Access code: 806274#
Attending:  Rich Hirsh, Karen Gunderson, Mike Horowitz, David Hornung
1. Welcome  - Richard Hirsh

2. Approval of August 22nd meeting minutes: Approved.

3. Committee Reports

· Liaison Committee update (Garrett)
1. RFP Project Update 
a) Perry – Lead Project in Kenya: The project team was able to conduct area sampling of lead in air in two battery recycling informal sector operations. However the project team is still negotiating for personal air sampling in the breathing zone of the workers and blood measurements.  The person who has been assisting the team, a go-between, is on leave.  The project team is hoping that he will facilitate this process when he resumes.  The first companies targeted for testing did not work out, so they had to change locations.    

b) Nina – Stonecutters in India: This project is going really well.  Rich just got an email from the leader of the project and they are finishing up the final report with pictures.  They had a couple major trainings/seminars with union reps and industry reps in Orissa state.  Some of the firms involved have agreed to implement dust suppression techniques.

c) David Z – Power loomweavers in India: No updates from David Z. on this item.

d) Karen – Asbestos workers: Worked with LION and connected with a physician at the University of Indonesia.  A PhD student has signed on as well.  Current plan is to get all 500 workers involved in medical surveillance.  Karen has been “positively impressed” with the doctor she is working with.  He is member of International Committee on Occupational Safety and Health.  They’re hoping to look at early inflammation or fibrosis of these workers.  The intended location is PT Siam Indo Thialand/Indonesia Joint Venture.  They are trying to get permission from the company.  Karen is working with LION, including Dimu from LION, who will be performing the sampling.  Additional funds for LION technical grant project (~$500): Karen is ready to receive it, but Garrett hasn’t transferred any money yet.  Karen to follow-up with Garrett. (Post note: Funds were transferred during the weekend of 10/19.

e) CIHC Presentation (Rich): Rich to give a presentation at the CIHC conference in early December (2-4).  He’ll discuss DWOI’s successful projects including at least two case studies. Mike Horowitz will send some photos of stone cutters to Rich that can be used in his presentation.



2. Training Course update (Garrett)

a) ARIAV in Hong Kong – this is part two of a training conducted in February 2013 with 35 union staff concerning service sector and construction worker occupational health and safety. 
b) CIVIDEP in India – this is a 2-day training with electronics workers with AMRC staff as the instructors.
c) Mallarpur Uthanu, India – this is a training with 200 stone miners and crushers on occupational health and safety. 
d) Metal Workers Alliance of the Philippines – will be funded through MHSSN.  

Garrett could not make the meeting, but agreed that these notes on the agenda are correct and up to date.

· Publicity/Fundraising – Rich
1. Monitor Newsletter article – to be submitted to Mike Cooper. Rich got some feedback and edits from Karen.  Rich will submit it to Mike Cooper. (Post note: Article submitted)

· Request/Response - Reference Materials – (David H/Dan/Taner)
1. Planned Shipments, Status on Sudan (Professor Basheer), Nigeria (Dr. Ejin), Zambia (Kebby Shampingo), Afghan Supporting Network (Mr. Obidula Reddy), Others? Professor Basheer has not received the books and they are presumed lost in travel.  Dan Grinnell sent off emails to Andrew Cutz’s list and has received about 15 responses.  He’ll be going through these responses and identifying good candidates for the book shipments.  David will then help arrange for the shipments, hopefully with some new volunteers (or old ones!).

2. Storage Space Status: Mike moved all the books into cabinets.

3. Inventory Update – Hank McDermott drop-off  of reference books needs to be incorporated. 

4. SKC Equipment Shipments – (A. Cutz – Granada, India MIHS Program): Andrew Cutz in Grenada and the University IH Master’s program in  India both got equipment and were very thankful.

The following “Thank you” emails were received from India:

(From India)

Rich and DWOIers. 

You contribution,  and contribution from many,  has now resulted in to more than 200 graduated industrial hygienists and 6 CIHs who will continue to work towards reducing health risk in India and elsewhere. 

Thank you
 Maharshi

Dear Dwoler & SKC Team, 

Many thanks for your kind donation of IH equipment for MIHS students. MIHS program is running successfully in India, in part due to your help and continuous guidance from Maharshi Mehta and everyday effort of program coordinator J H Patel and Baiju. 

Thank you once again for your generosity and your quality product.

Regards, 
Shrenik


[bookmark: _GoBack](From Grenada St. George’s University)

Dear Respected All,

We have indeed received the equipments and so happy to have different air sampling pumps equipments .We are very thankful for the gesture shown by your goodself.It delayed a bit for customs clearance but ultimately we got it yesterday.
All the equipments are safe and  sound and have no damage. This will help the budding students in getting the practicals done in field of Industrial Hygiene and Safety.

We the Professors and Students, Alumini are very very thankful for this kind gesture.

Thanks
Your Sincerely.
Baiju G Verghese

5. Univ. of Washington – Noah Seixas follow-up from Dan Grinnell: It may be more difficult to get Professor Seixas involved in DWOI than I had initially thought given the fact that he is currently involved in numerous projects, committees, and journals here in the US. I will be talking with him more about DWOI as the quarter moves forward and seeking out new faculty that may also be interested. 

· Website
1. Trevor – will update with new info – minutes 
2. Other issues

The next DWOI meeting is on December 5th at 4:30 pm (the day after the Dec. CIHC conference)
