AIHA-NCS Developing World Outreach Initiative
Meeting Minutes
Date: March 3rd, 2022
Time: 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm PST, teleconference call

Attendees: Richard Hirsh, Karen Gunderson, Garrett Brown, Ted Zellers, Perry Gottesfeld
 
1. Welcome attendees by Chairperson Rich Hirsh

2. January meeting minutes approved.

3. 2022 Technical Project Liaisons:
· Barbara Cohrssen and Tessa Landgraf – Cividep garment project
· Perry Gottesfeld – Casa Cem lead paint project – with potential assistance from Jorge Vizcaiano (and help with translations for Citien training workshop starting in March)
· David Kahane – Cephed welding project
· Ted Zellers – Unetmac pesticide project
· Rich contacted all liaisons and NGO project leads 

4. The ACGIH FOHS grant ($1500) covered 3 trainings: SRS in Bangladesh (Risk Assessment for Tannery Workers); IOHSAD in the Philippines (Building Worker led OSH Committees); and HomeNet in Pakistan (Homebased and Domestic Workers OHS Issues). In total, DWOI is sponsoring 4 technical projects and 7 training workshops in 2022. A full listing of the sponsored projects and their funding sources accompany these minutes. 

5. Rich and Garrett submitted the technical projects and training workshop proposals that DWOI/MHSSN could not fund to the AIHA microgrants committee in December before the 12/31 deadline for their evaluation. DWOI learned that all of these projects were accepted by the AIHA microgrants committee and the AIHA Board for funding including the following: 
Technical Projects:
· SRS in Bangladesh (stone crushing);
·  CBBRC in the Philippines (Jeepney Drivers OHS Risks during Covid-19); 
·  PROBICOU in Uganda (Mercury exposure during gold mining)
              Training Workshops:
·  MLPC in India (Silicosis in mine workers) 
·  FTZ in Sri Lanka (Covid Prevention amongst Women Apparel Workers).   

6. Technical Project Update
· CIVADEP in India on female workers in the leather footwear manufacturing industrial sector in Tamil Nadu. Contact: Deepika Rao. Karen G. serving as liaison. Project report now delayed due to pandemic till March 2022

7. Carina had provided information on alternative money transfer options (Paypal, Western Union, etc) to avoid the steep bank transfer fees of ~$1000 incurred, which have been covered by the MHSSN. After evaluation it was determined we will keep the same bank transfer process as before.

8. Ted Zellers agreed to review the Request for Proposal to make requested revisions for the September call for projects.
9. Garrett provided an update on the UC Berkeley School of Public Health PH290 Global OHS course. 9 students are enrolled and DWOI members Perry Gottesfeld, Karen Gunderson, Rich Hirsh, Jeff Dalhoff and David Hornung are providing lectures either remotely or in person. 

10. Completed technical projects and training workshops have been posted to the aiha-ncs.org website. 

11. Attached as Appendix 1 is the current status of the previously sponsored training workshops and technical projects collaboratively funded by DWOI, AIHA (microgrants), MHSSN, and WHWB-US since 2019. There are two sets of tables – one set on the completion of the funded projects and a second set on the funding sources for the 2019-22 approved projects.  

12. Ted mentioned that Tuan Nguyen, Albert Tien and Bert and Cheryl Schiller of WHWB-US are still at an early stage of planning to develop OHS curricula for an OHS program in Ethiopia. There may be opportunities for DWOI to collaborate.

13. Karen Gunderson volunteered to add DWOI project information to the presentation Rich is preparing for the AIHCE “Leveraging Global OEHS and Public Health Partnerships During the Pandemic” on Tuesday 5/24/22 at 2 pm EDT in Nashville. 

14. Post meeting updates:

· David Zalk has agreed to purchase the Patty’s Industrial Hygiene 4-volume set which was donated by Barbara Cohrssen.
· An anonymous donor is willing to provide a $2500 match for a DWOI fundraiser. Rich has contacted the NCS Board to schedule the fundraiser.
· Ted Zellers, Garrett Brown and Rich Hirsh met to discuss the possibility of partnering with ACGIH on inclusion of tools for improving exposure judgements within a select group of the technical (and possibly some training) projects we fund in the future as well as a discussion on leveraging lectures from the PH290 course as ACGIH webinars. A follow-up meeting is scheduled for 3/22/22. 

15. The next meeting is tentatively scheduled on Thursday, April 7th at 4:30 pm. 

16. Meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm.



2019/20 Grants for Trainings and Technical Projects
Developing World Outreach Initiative (DWOI), Maquiladora Health & Safety 
Support Network (MHSSN), and Workplace Health Without Borders (WHWB) 
Training Grants
	Organization/
Country
	Funding Source
	Target Population/
Topic
	Estimated Time of Training
	Report/Photos Received

	MSF-WHWB /
Bangladesh
	WHWB
	Scholarships for OHTA course/BOHS exam
	Virtual training will be conducted in 2021
	Cancelled due to Covid

	Cividep /
India
	MHSSN
	Women shoe workers – hazard research
	Training completed
	Report / photos received

	Mallarpur Uthnau /
India
	WHWB
	Silicosis – community training
	Target: August 2020
	Report /photos received

	Mallarpur Uthnau /
India
	DWOI
	Silicosis – worker training
	Target: August 2020
	Report /photos received

	CEREAL /
Mexico
	DWOI
	Women electronics workers – OHS/chem hazards
	Target: August 2020 
	Report /photos received

	CETIEN /
Mexico
	DWOI
	Electronics workers – OHS/chem hazards
	Training completed
	Photos received

	CFO /
Mexico
	MHSSN
	Women maquila workers – gender violence & laws
	Training completed
	Report/photos received

	CEISA /
Mozambique
	WHWB
	University OSH program training
	Target: October 2020
	Report/photos received

	IOHSAD /
Philippines
	MHSSN
	Workers’ mental health issues
	Training completed 
	Report received

	FTZ-GSE union /
Sri Lanka
	MHSSN
	Free Trade Zone workers – ergonomics
	Target:
September 2020 
	Cancelled due to Covid

	KKU /
Thailand
	DWOI
	Support for university short course on OHS
	Target: September 2020
	Cancelled due to Covid

	CDI /
Vietnam
	DWOI
	Electronics workers – OHS/chem hazards
	Training completed
	Report /photos received


Technical Projects
	Organization/
Country
	Funding Source
	Target Population/
Topic
	Estimated Time of Project 
	Report/Photos Received

	Cividep /
India
	DWOI
	Tea plantation hazard research – cash grant
	Research partially completed; 

	Report / photos received

	LION /
Indonesia
	
	Asbestos bulk sampling – cash & donation
	Target: August 2020
	Report received, but limited because samples sent to US for analysis were destroyed by Hong Kong authorities; may send samples submitted to Tekmira lab to Forensic

	JRP /
India
	DWOI
	Silicosis/TB – cash grant
	Research completed – report target:  October 2020
	Report /photos received

	American Univ/
Lebanon
	DWOI
	Hazard sampling at university – donation 
	Target: November 2020
	Report/photos received

	CEPHED /
Nepal
	DWOI
	Mercury contamination sampling – cash grant
	Report done; Planning on Zoom presentation of findings to local stakeholder; article in July 2020 ANROEV newsletter 
	Report/photos received



March 17, 2022



2020/21 Grants for Trainings and Technical Projects
Developing World Outreach Initiative (DWOI), ACGIH Foundation for Occupational Health and Safety (FOHS), and Maquiladora Health & Safety Support Network (MHSSN)
Training Grants
	Organization/
Country
	Topic / Target Population
	Estimated Date of Training
	Report/Photos Received

	SRS /
Bangladesh
	Risk assessment –Garment factory safety committee members 
	Training completed 

	Report and photos received

	Cividep /
India
	New OHS laws (2020) – garment workers and union officials
	Training completed
	Report received 

	Environics Trust /
India
	OHS awareness – street vendors
	Survey completed – training pending (as possible)
	Report received 

	SAVE /
India
	OHS awareness in dyeing, bleaching and printing – textile workers
	September 2021
	Request for update sent

	LION /
Indonesia
	Countering Covid stigma – general industry
	
	Report received

	CFO /
Mexico
	New laws on stress and gender violence – maquiladora workers
	Mini-workshops and training completed
	Report and photos received

	3SM /
Mozambique
	OHS awareness – 3SM members
	Training completed
	Report received

	Home Net / Pakistan
	OHS awareness – informal workers
	Training completed 
	Report and photos received

	WAC /
Philippines
	Covid prevention – general industry
	Sometime Sept-Nov 2021, as possible
	Request for update sent


Technical Projects
	Organization / Country
	Topic / Target Population
	Estimated Time of Project Completion
	Report/Photos Received

	CIVIDEP /
India
	OHS hazards for women leather footwear industry
	Project underway – data collection Sep-Dec 2021 
	Report in March 2022

	CEPHED /
Nepal
	Asbestos hazards for mechanics handling friction products
	Research in progress
	Report received

	LEF /
Pakistan
	OHS hazards for home-based workers
	Data collection completed with questionnaire; data of 100 participants completed; 3 in-depth interviews with labor officials completed
	Report received 
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Current DWOI Technical and Training Projects
Approved Project Proposals – 2021-2022 Cycle
(March 17, 2022)
Technical Project Proposals
	Organization / Country
	OHS Topic
	Target Population
	Target Completion Date
	Report / Photos Received?

	SRS / Bangladesh

	OHS practices in stone crushing sector
	Owners and workers
	August 2022
	Target: 15 Sept 2022

	Cividep / India

	OHS in garment sector
	Women workers
	August 2022
	Target: 30 Sept 2022

	Casa Cem / Mexico

	Analysis of paint for lead content
	General public;
report; procurement
	August 2022
	Target: 15 October 2022

	CEPHED / Nepal

	Welding fumes among metal workers
	Workers
	June 2022
	

	CBBRC / Philippines
	OHS-Covid risks for jeepney drivers
	Jeepney drivers; OHS committees; public report
	
	

	PROBICOU / Uganda
	Mercury impact in AGM
	Gold miners
	
	

	UNETMAC / Uganda
	Pesticide use in potato farms
	Farmworkers
	
	



Training Project Proposals
	Organization / Country
	OHS Topic
	Target Population
	Target Completion Date
	Report / Photos Received?

	SRS / Bangladesh

	OHS in tannery sector 
	Workers; “welfare officer”
	April 2022
	Target: 30 April 2022

	Environics Trust / India
	OHS for street vendors
	Street vendors
	
	

	JRP / India
	OHS in small scale industry
	Managers, supervisors, machine techs
	
	

	MLPC / India
	Silicosis in mining
	Workers; annual screening
	
	

	LION / Indonesia
	Contract bargaining for OHS
	Workers
	Completed
	Target: 31 May 2022




	Organization / Country
	OHS Topic
	Target Population
	Target Completion Date
	Report / Photos Received?

	CEJAD / Kenya

	OHS in waste pickers
	Workers
	
	

	CETIEN / Mexico
	OHS in electronics industry
	Women electronics workers
	
	

	3SM / Mozambique
	Key OHS concepts
	Individual and organizational members of 3SM
	
	

	HomeNet / Pakistan
	OHS in home-based and domestic workers
	Workers
	March 2022
	

	IOHSAD / Philippines
	Effective participation in OHS committees
	Workers from several different sectors
	
	

	FTZ Union / Sri Lanka
	Covid risks in garment sector
	Women workers; OHS committees
	
	



Grants awarded to projects by the AIHA Micro-Grants Committee after submission by DWOI 
Technical Project Grants
· CBBR, Philippines, OHS risks to jeepney drivers
· SRS, Bangladesh, OHS hazards for stone crushing workers
· PROBICOU, Uganda, mercury hazards for gold miners

Training Project Grants
· MLPC Trust, India, training and silicosis screening for miners
· FTZ Union, Sri Lanka, training on Covid risks to garment workers 
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