AIHA-NCS Developing World Outreach Initiative
Meeting Minutes
Date: April 12, 2016 (Tuesday)
Time: 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm PDT, teleconference call

Attendees: Perry Gottesfeld, Garrett Brown, Rich Hirsh, Karen Gunderson, David Hornung, Ted Zellers, and Kathy Hovde. 

1. Welcome attendees by chairperson Rich Hirsh
· We appreciate that Ted Zellers, Professor in SPH/Industrial Hygiene at University of Michigan and founding board member of WHWB-USA, and Kathy Hovde, Vice Chair AIHA- International Affairs Committee and soon-to-be AIHA National Board member joined us on the call. Thank you.

2. The February 25, 2016 meeting minutes were approved by Karen and Rich.
3. Discussion of 2016 Funding for DWOI Activities
· April 21 NCS Symposium – Rich will make a 5 minute presentation about DWOI and Diana Harrington volunteered to host a table representing DWOI to answer questions. We had hoped to have a post event happy hour fundraiser but there were no volunteers and time is too short to realistically implement this now.
· Rich reported that David Kahane, a strong historical support of $2500 matching grants has committed his funds elsewhere this year.
· Garrett said that Nina volunteered to organize another fundraiser maybe in May or June at Kingfisher (David K. is in on it). Rich noted that he would be gone second half of June.
· The July AIHA NCS dinner meeting is Past President’s night and is a good meeting to co-sponsor as we have in the past couple years which is usually held in Mountainview, 2nd week of July. Usually we pass the hat for some donations. Rich will contact Joyti Kumar to determine NCS interest in a co-sponsored event with DWOI. 

4. AIHA Support of DWOI
· We provided a brief history of DWOI to Kathy and Ted, from the start with used book collections/donations to our present ability to offer affiliate AIHA memberships, training and technical grants to support OHS capacity building in the developing world. Also some background how we prepared a DWOI History and Accomplishments slideshow for the AIHA Board ( in response to Chris Laszcz-Davis’ request) that we were not able to present last year (Peter O’Neill’s departure and other factors).
· Several people mentioned their connections to AIHA Board members and how we should highlight DWOI activities when we speak to them to gain their support and awareness of our achievements. 
· Ted said WHWB members are aware of DWOI activities and that WHWB had no plans to approach AIHA National for funds. 
· Garrett and Rich met with Chris Laszcz-Davis (AIHA Board Member) last summer to provide her with an overview of DWOI work as well as other aligned organizations. Rich told us that Chris L-D is working on a white paper for the AIHA Board that will outline all the various international groups to the AIHA Board: Macquiladora, WHWB, DWOI, OK International, AIHA- IAC, AIHA-SCC. Rich said he will get an update from her. NOTE: Update already received from Chris- see email at end of minutes. Chris plans to present to the AIHA Board in May. Garrett said that the AIHA May Board meeting is critical for funding decisions and their focus.
· Perry said that there are 3-4 organizations with similar visions, but they are all making achievements that do not overlap. It shows the need is great and many organizations only strengthen the cause and ability to address the need.
· Ted said he can see the lack of coordination and suggested that we present a joint argument of why all are necessary and that we present ourselves as a coalition that can all be funded.
· A joint meeting of all groups was proposed during AIHCe in May. Garrett proposed lunch time on Monday for the chairs of the various organizations to meet.
· Perry suggested creating a cover letter from all the affected organizations that could be sent with Chris’s white paper. Perry will contact Marianne Levitsky with the idea that we are all collaborators not competitors and to counteract Board’s impression that we are all doing the same thing. NOTE- cover letter on hold until Rich talks with Chris L-D.
5. Monitor Newsletter Articles – Garret completed an article on the DWOI training project grants from 2015 for the current Monitor newsletter. Karen volunteered to write a newsletter article on the Nigeria technical project for the next Monitor newsletter.
6. Updates on funded technical and training grants for 2015
A. Technical Project Grants:
a. Uganda – Status is the same- Uganda Network on Toxic Free Malaria Control (UNETMAC) completed a report on the information that they collected from their interviews regarding malarial spraying.  The report is not in a form that could be given to USAID so Perry has requested that they make some revisions..
b. Indonesia- The asbestos information documentary is in the final editing stages for the subtitles in both English and Indonesian languages. Karen shared that LION has recently gotten a large grant from APHEDA (Australian National Labor Union) to broaden their campaign with the end goal of getting asbestos banned in Indonesia. The previous technical projects (asbestos exposure assessments) completed by LION with the financial support of DWOI made this larger grant possible for LION. 
c. Nigeria – Final report on their project has been received, as well as many copies of their training powerpoints and photos. This project is complete. Karen complimented them on a job very well done. Karen needs to email Genene Vacarro to get the report loaded on AIHA-NCS website under the DWOI page.
d. South Africa- No report.
B. Training Workshops – all 8 training workshops have been completed and Rich had Genene Vicarro post the  summary reports on the DWOI NCS website.
a. Cividep India, electronics workers 
b. Envioronics Trust, India, stone crushers, 
c. DISH, India, ewaste workers, 
d. CFO, Mexico, auto parts workers, 
e. MWAP, Philippines, metal workers
f. LION, Indonesia, general workers
g. CEJAD, Kenya Farm Workers 
h. CEREAl, Mexico, electronics workers (sponsored by MHSSN)

6. Book Shipments
· Bad news all around…The book shipment to Uruguay was returned undelivered and the books were returned to the static inventory. Mike H also reported that the Excel spreadsheet was altered and the listings no longer match the book locations in the boxes, so we will need a volunteer to re-organize the spreadsheet. Also there are questions if we can continue to store the books at the Cal OSHA office in Oakland. No shipments are planned at this time because we have no money.
(Report below submitted by Dan Grinnell after DWOI meeting)
[bookmark: _GoBack]New Book Requests: 

a) MEKURIA HABTEYOHANNES, Senior Environmentalist. Will share books as a common resource with co-workers in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Mekuria requested books on 9/17/15. Need to get more info about company and if they meet DWOI participant criteria, we can send her list of books available. 

b) Battsetseg Ulziikhuu, from Mongolia and currently residing in BC, Canada obtaining developed country experience in Occupational health and industrial hygiene. Dan Grinnell provided Battsetseg with the AIHA IH study guide since he indicated he was studying for the CIH exam. Need to get more information about how he will use DWOI donated books and then possibly send him a list of books.   

c) Luis E. Blanco Romero, MSc, PhD, Higienista Ocupacional Sub-Director CISTA Profesor Titular, Fac. de Ciencias Médicas, UNAN-León NICARAGUA. On 9/16/15, Dan Grinnell provided Luis with a list of DWOI books to select from. As of 3/9/2016, Luis has not responded with a selection of DWOI books. Dan Grinnell will follow up with Luis to find out if he is still interested in the books.

d) Romilio Carrasco, Safety Professional CHILE – Shipment received with incorrect books on 1/17/2016. Need to confirm w/ Mike Horowitz if he sent out another shipment with correct books. 

      New E-Book Requests:

a) Hafidh Nassor, Director of Library Services at the State University of Zanzibar (SUZA), is running an undergraduate degree program in environmental health. He requested electronic books on Feb 2 2015. Email was sent to Hafidh Feb 20 to determine how the references will be used. As of 3/9/2016, no response was received from Hafidh after several emails were sent.

      Shipments Received:
a) Anton Ojong from Jakarta Selatan, Indonesia. Anton would like to use these books to discuss IH topics with others interested in occupational health and safety. Shipment was successfully received by Anton on 1/06/2016. 

      Shipments Returned: 
a) Paula Viapiana from Montevideo, Uruguay. She teaches at the University of the Republic (Toxicology Department). On April 5 2016, Dagmar Fung received the returned book shipment for Uruguay. On April 2 2016, Paula Viapiana, indicated that there was a new customs requirement for receiving packages in Uruguay. Apparently we have to tell her the customs number of the package before she receives the shipment so that she can inform customs that she is expecting a package. She would like for us to resend package if possible, informing her of the customs number immediately after sending the package out.



Shipments Pending:  
a) Solomon Yimer/University of Gondar in Ethiopia - books for students in BSc and MSc program in OHS. As of 3/09/2016, Solomon has not confirmed that he received the books. On March 31 2016, Dan provided Solomon with shipping information including customs numbers and carriers. Solomon will follow up with Dan to inform him of the book shipment status.  
7. The group discussed ideas for getting book shipment funds, including crowd sourcing, putting on a webinar, or donating honorarium from PDC’s. Also it was suggested that AIHA Social Concerns or other committee could create a national book repository, could be discussed at AIHce. 

8. July AIHA-NCS DWOI Focused Dinner Meeting- Rich will follow up with Joyti to confirm we may co-sponsor it.
9. Website: Genene Vacarro will update with new info – meeting minutes.
10. The next DWOI meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 19th, 4:30 pm Pacific Daylight Time. Rich said he would check if Nina can join us at this time.
11. Meeting was adjourned at 5:35 pm.


UPDATE EMAIL FROM CHRIS L-D
From: Chris Laszcz-Davis
Sent: ‎13/‎04/‎2016 17:04
To: Hirsh, Richard
Cc: Garrett Brown (garrettdbrown@comcast.net); Perry Gottesfeld (okperry@gmail.com); Karen Gunderson (karen@gunder5.net); David Hornung (david.hornung@gmail.com); Edward T. Zellers  (ezellers@umich.edu); Catherine A. Hovde
Subject: RE: DWOI
Yes, I got the subject on the Board agenda for May. My strategy—to educate the board and discuss (very preliminarily) possible options moving forward. The landscape needs to be painted first—we have many players in similar fields (WHWB, DWOI, IAC, SCC, OHTA, etc) —and a number of colleagues who are not familiar with any of them.
I need to incorporate the suggestions made by many of you and move them out to you again for vetting. It made sense to me to craft a few suggestions at the end of the summary in terms of path forward (I certainly envisioned some collaborative efforts here). So I expect you guys will comment!
Do not believe there is an opportunity to single DWOI out at this May board meeting, but depending on outcome and discussions, a presentation at some future time (perhaps even the summer Board meeting) might be possible
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