AIHA-NCS Developing World Outreach Initiative
Meeting Minutes
Date: August 8th, 2019 (Thursday)
Time: 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm PDT, teleconference call

Attendees: Rich Hirsh, Garrett Brown, Perry Gottesfeld, Karen Gunderson, David Zalk, Ted Zellers, and Jeff Dalhoff
 
1. Welcome attendees by Chairperson Rich Hirsh

2. ACGIH Foundation for Occupational Health and Safety (FOHS) Worldwide Outreach Fund update – David Zalk has fronted the $2K funds to DWOI.  Rich followed up via email with Michael but has not heard back as of 8/20/19.

3. 2019 Technical and Training Workshop Projects: Attached as Appendix 1 is a current status of all sponsored training workshops and technical projects this year. Ten of 14 training workshops have been completed and reports received. One of 3 technical projects have been completed and report received.  Karen Gunderson has been working on assistance to Environics in India for their asbestos exposure monitoring project and has successfully solicited equipment and analysis donations for the project. Maharshi Mehta’s International Safety Services company will provide the equipment and the Belgium Center for Occupational Hygiene (BeCOH) under the direction of Steven Verpaele, President of BeCOH will provide the analysis. A request for donations of additional high and low flow pumps was sent to the AIHA-NCS membership. The scope of the project and budget has been revised and finalized. It will take 8 weeks to obtain the SKC sampling media. Karen will be conducting training for the project via Skype. The project requires a 2-day train ride to the site and the sampling protocol is still being developed as there are potential community as well as occupational exposures to evaluate.

4. 2018 Technical Project Update:  Workplace Health Without Borders (WHWB) in collaboration with Aristides Medard (an AIHA international affiliate member sponsored by DWOI) in Tanzania: “Silica Dust Exposure to Stone Crushers – Informal Sector.”  We are still awaiting a final report on this 2018 project. Rich has been in correspondence with both Jennifer Galvin of WHWB and Aristides Medard and the plan is to finalize the report this month.  The last correspondence from Aristides on 8/14/19 was that he was in the final editing stage. 

5. The DWOI Request for Proposals for 2020 will go out to NGOs and Universities in September with a November 1st submittal deadline. 

6. [bookmark: _GoBack]The next U.C. Berkeley PH290 course on Global Occupational Health and Safety is planned for Fall 2019, kicking off with the film “Complicit on August 26th/27th followed by the introductory class on August 29th. So far 9 students have registered for the class (5 of the 9 appear to be women from China). Garrett Brown, Karen Gunderson, Perry Gottesfeld, Jeff Dalhoff and Rich Hirsh will be instructors along with several other volunteers. Rich was able to obtain John Farris’ slide deck for the 2nd part of the pharma presentation.

7. It was reported that Tufts University has cut back some of their public health course offerings and Lowell Mass has shutdown their occupational health program. 

8. Justine Parker of Bureau Veritas updated and provided the DWOI contact list and will continue to work on it to add NGO website contact information.  Great job Justine!

9. Post note: Rich spoke with the NCS leadership and was able to secure the November AIHA-NCS dinner meeting (11/21 along the SF peninsula) as a DWOI fundraiser and presentation. Patton Nguyen, who did his summer internship at the Cal IH program in Vietnam agreed to serve as guest speaker. He plans to speak about what he learned regarding the OHS system in Vietnam (where a lot of supply chain production is moving from China), working with both a government agency (their NIOSH) and an NGO. Mark your calendars. If you have fundraising ideas – please volunteer them and your services for the event!

10. The 2020 AIHA Microgrants webpage is now up and running and accepting proposals through December 31st, 2019.

11. Rich and Garrett will also be involved in the next Global OHS Panel at the 2020 AIHCE being organized by Chris Laszcz-Davis, which will include representatives from IOHA, WHWB, OHTA, AIHA IAC, and the AIHA International Advisory Group, as well as DWOI and MHSSN. 

12. The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 26th, 2019 at 4:30 - 5:30 pm PDT. A meeting invite was sent out to the DWOI distribution list.

13. Meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm.
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Appendix 1

2018/19 Grants for Trainings and Technical Projects

Developing World Outreach Initiative (DWOI) and Maquiladora Health & Safety 
Support Network (MHSSN)

Training Grants

	Organization/
Country
	Target Population/
Topic
	Estimated Time of Training
	Report/Photos Received

	CUIDAR-WEIGO /
Brazil
	Waste pickers – general OHS
	July 2019
	Yes

	Cividep /
India
	Tea plantation workers – general OHS
	May and June 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	Environics /
India
	Stone cutters – legal rights
	May 31, 2019
	Yes

	JRP /
India
	Social Health Activists – general OHS
	March 18, 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	ICRT – LIPS /
Indonesia
	Electronics workers – chemical hazards
	June 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	LION /
Indonesia
	Chemical workers – chemical hazards
	March 2019
COMPLETED
	Photos only
Karen

	CETIEN /
Mexico
	Electronics workers – chemical hazards
	August 2019 
	Garrett 

	CFO /
Mexico
	Maquila workers – chemical hazards
	May 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	CEISA /
Mozambique
	University – hazard evaluation/controls
	June 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	IOHSAD /
Philippines
	Manufacturing workers – legal rights
	February 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	WAC /
Philippines
	Manufacturing workers – general OHS
	May 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	CDI /
Vietnam
	Electronics workers – chemical hazards
	April 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	DWOI Block Grant proposal funded by AIHA Micro Grants

	American University Beirut, Lebanon
	Exposure Assessment Basics Training
	September 2019
	

	Karnali Academy of Health Sciences, Jumla, Nepal
	Training on Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) to Undergraduate Students of Public Health and Nursing 
	February 2020
	



Technical Projects

	Organization/
Country
	Target Population/
Topic
	Estimated Time of Project 
	Report/Photos Received

	ICRT – LIPS /
Indonesia
	Electronics workers -- biomonitoring
	June 2019
COMPLETED
	Yes

	CEJAD /
Kenya
	Artisanal gold miners – mercury hazard reduction
	19 August 2019 
	

	DWOI Block Grant proposal funded by AIHA Micro Grants

	Environics, India
	Environment Monitoring for an Asbestos Plant, Capacity Building and Training:
	October 2019?
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