AIHA-NCS Developing World Outreach Initiative
Meeting Minutes
Date: May 10th, 2023
Time: 4:30 pm – 5:10 pm PDT, teleconference call

Attendees: Richard Hirsh, Ted Zellers, Jorge Vizcaino, Carina Kouyoumji, Garrett Brown, David Zalk, Tuan Nguyen
 
1. Welcome attendees by Chairperson Rich Hirsh
2. Review of status of the 4 technical projects and 9 training workshops for 2023 (see attached as Appendix 1). 
3. Project Liaisons report:
· Tuan Nguyen updated on his activities in Vietnam including the CDI project on monitoring working conditions on the health of workers in the electronic and garment industries. CDI has developed a customized mobile software WE CHECK app to do worker follow-up and exposure assessment.  He attended a briefing for electronics workers and trade associations. Tuan is also working to establish OHS programs at universities in Vietnam building the AIHA core curricula, and BCSP –Qualified Academic program.  He discussed the Institute of Occupational Health internship program with universities and work he’s done to engage with a large construction company and large engineering firm to help support the programs. He also encouraged others to apply to the Fulbright Specialist program and work with host institute closely in order to be named as instructors for the requested courses.  He also mentioned working with a private company in Vietnam to repair older IH equipment which can be given to the university programs and some sold to cover costs of the repair work. 
· Jorge Vizcaino is serving as the liaison for the CEPHED Nepal project involving compliance monitoring for noise.  Steve Thygerson recently visited Nepal but was unable to meet with Ram Charitra Sah at CEPHED due to other meetings and did not bring noise dosimeters with him as none had been requested. Ram notified DWOI that a preliminary study report would be available in June: Ram stated in a follow-up email: “I am happy to inform you that we have already completed the research using Noise Level Meter not only in 6 but 12 (200%) than targeted and so does for the questionnaire survey Results are under final analysis and we have made the report almost ready. Will be sending soon for your review before the dissemination schedule to June 5th, the World Environment Day 2023.”
· No update provided by Carina for the JRP India project concerning as study on knowledge and practices amongst sculptors (stone carving, silver jewelry making and bell metal production workers) in Odisha India.
· Karen Gunderson was not available to provide an update on the IOHSAD Philippines project.

4. Ted Zellers suggested that we include a “impact questionnaire” to our NGO partners to fill out at the end of their projects which would be included in the project reports to detail the positive impacts their projects had on workers and communities. He agreed to draft a questionnaire. 
5. DWOI has sponsored 3 AIHA International Affiliate memberships to ANROEV, Electronics Watch and the Clean Clothes Coalition. 
6. DWOI participated in a recent AIHA webinar which included representatives from other global OHS organizations including the Occupational Health Training Association (OHTA), the AIHA International Affairs Committee (IAC), the AIHA Microgrants Committee, Workplace Health Without Borders (WHWB), The Maquiladora Health and Safety Support Network (MHSSN), the International Labour Organization (ILO), and the International Occupational Hygiene Association (IOHA). The webinar is being finalized but will not be available in time for the upcoming AIHCE in Phoenix.
7. Rich discussed the potential for joining Project ECHO as a member and forming an occupational health and safety hub which could include other OHS organizations. More information on Project ECHO based at the University of New Mexico can be found at https://hsc.unm.edu/echo/about-us/. The model is designed to provide health services to underserved populations globally. Rich has shared information on it with AIHA, OHTA, WHWB, IAC and others and hopes to discuss further at the AIHCE. Rich will be following up with ECHO staff on becoming a member and what that entails/provides, resources needed, and how DWOI can support their current projects. A meeting has been set up for May 30th. Ted indicated he would be in Albuquerque in the near future and may be able to meet briefly with Project ECHO staff.
8. Rich contacted David Krack, retired professor at San Jose University, who had IH equipment to donate to OK International but it was determined that the equipment was too old and needed too much in repair and replacements to be cost effective. 
9. The next meeting will be scheduled on a date to be determined.  Meeting adjourned at 5:10 pm.


Appendix 1: DWOI Technical and Training Projects
DWOI Technical and Training Projects
Funded Proposals – 2022/2023 Cycle
As of April 10, 2023
Technical Project Grants
	Organization /
Country
	Project
	Target Completion Date
	Report / Photos Received?

	JRP / 
India
	A study on knowledge and practices among sculptors (Stone Carving, Silver Jewelries and Bell Metal Production Workers) in Odisha, India
	Project underway -- 
Report 1st draft target: 30 April
	

	CEPHED / 
Nepal
	Compliance Monitoring of Standard of Permissible Exposure Limit for Noise at Workplaces in Nepal
	Project underway --
Report target: 30 June
	

	IOHSAD / Philippines
	Survey and assessment of working and health conditions in factories that use chemicals
	Project underway; public notice: Oct/Nov
Report target:
December
	

	Center for Development and Integration (CDI) / 
Vietnam
	Research on monitoring of working conditions on the health of workers in the electronics and garment industries in Vietnam
	Project underway –
Report target:
30 September 
	










Training Project Grants
	Organization / Country
	Project
	Target Completion Date
	Report / Photos Received? 

	Safety and Rights Society (SRS) / Bangladesh
	Managing Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) in the stone crushing sector
	Project target: 12 May –
Report target: 31 May
	

	Cividep / 
India
	Workshop on Occupational Health and Safety for electronics sector workers in Tamil Nadu, India
	Project target: June –
Report target: September
	

	LION / 
Indonesia 
	Occupational Safety and health as a Fundamental Right for workers
	Project target: 23 April –
Report target:
13 May 
	

	CEJAD / 
Kenya
	Strengthening the capacity of Environment and Safety Resilient Team to improve health and safety in the Artisanal and Small Gold Mining (ASGM) Sector in Kakamega County
	Project target: June –
Report target:
July 
	

	CEREAL /
Mexico 
	Hazard awareness of work risks and Illnesses related to ergonomics in the electronics industry
	Workshops: March & June;
Report target: September
	

	CETIEN / 
Mexico
	General OHS training with electronics workers
	Worker visits: Feb-July; 
Workshop: Aug
Report target:
September
	

	3SM / 
Mozambique
	Principles of Occupational Hygiene, Health, Safety and Sustainability (POHHSS) for barbershop and hairdresser workers in Maputo City
	Project target: 5 June –
Report target: 15 August
	

	Peace and Justice Network (PJN) / 
Pakistan
	Enhance the knowledge of women in informal economy (Home base and Domestic workers) on the occupational safety and health hazards and rights
	Project underway – 
Report target:
April 
	

	Women Health Concern / 
Uganda
	Training on pesticide hazards for children of workers

	Project underway –
Report target: June. 
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